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00:48 
I: So, you were hearing the whistles on the wind, could you pick up there, the 
sounds you hear? 


JW: Oh yeah. We can pick up quite well. There was a lot of noise. I had a buddy 
in the Marine Corps there, and I called him up, luckily I got through, and he told 
me some of the stories that he had, because he was on Ford Island. So, he told 
me things there, how it was going. And we knew that everything would be shut 
down as far as going off base or anything like that, so we were preparing as 
much as we could. I might back up just a moment here. That night, we got those 
airplanes of ours up into the air, it was before the night, it was after the bust, and 
they flew out, but they never found the Japanese fleet anywhere, and they flew 
around, and they came back at dark, and all hell broke loose when they came 
close to the island. They were lucky to get back in, and that was where most of 
the damage to our A20 aircraft came from was by our own ammunition when we 
came back. 


01:55 
I: Do you remember your reaction when your Marine buddy told you what was 
going on over at Pearl? 


JW: Yeah. A little bit. I wondered what next. When are we going to get hit by a 
daytime operation again? Will they come back, because we thought for sure, 
with what they had done, that they were coming back. And they were going to 
really give us a mowing down. There were 2 waves in the first place. There was 
one wave, and then a break, and then the upper wave came and bombed the hell 
out of us. Using the best words I can to describe that case. 


02:49 
I: How long before Hiccomb Field was recovered fully, and were you part of that 
cleanup process? 


JW: It really didn't need that much cleaning up as far as the aircraft were 
concerned. There were a bunch of B29 - whoop, B17's, B17's that were coming, 
they were the new B17's, they had tail-bombers or tail-gunners in them. And 
they came in during the time of attack. They were, often times, they'd scare off 
the Japanese by pointing their empty guns at them in their ships. They landed, 
they had a few holes in them, and they were stacked up pretty well. We began 
wondering, now, how we would deploy our aircraft, how we would go out and 


where we would go. Would we stay there or not. When we had been hit, we 
were all 2 abreast and rectangularly laid out on the base on the tarmac there 
right next to our mechanic's tools and all that sort of thing. And so we deployed 
our aircraft out into the field so that they would not be such a single target. And 
these big B17's that came in did the same thing to the field, busted out. 


05:00 
I: Did you know you were expecting those B17's that day? 


JW: We didn't, no. Obviously, where the B17 people were, you know, they were 
the 4" reconnaissance and all these guys, they were 72", I can't remember all 
their squadron numbers, but they were all down there, and it was a matter of 
trying to search out what got hit, all the stuff, what we were gonna do about it. 
If their coming back again. We had all kinds of storage going on. That's one of 
the things that's gonna take, in any catastrophe, storage plays a role in there 
that are distorting, and that's what was going on at that time, in the morning, 
everybody talking about, 'what'll we do, where'll they be, will they come back 
again?’ and things like that. They were distorting aspects of what we should do 
and how we should deploy our aircraft someplace else. We started working on 
that, and within a short time, we moved our base up next to Scoffield, which is 
the fighter base at Wheeler Field. So we moved up there so we could disperse 
our aircraft around in the field there, which we did above the...there were a lot 
of, Hiccomb Field goes out and then it drops off at various areas there, and we 
moved our aircraft right to the rim of those around. We fully expected that we 
would get attacked again. We began getting more and more loose in our feelings 
and we wondered what was next. And what was next was that we would move 
the aircraft to somewhere else. After we had stayed there at Wheeler for a given 
number of days, we had a month or two there, we got orders that we were gonna 
be moved to an island in the South Pacific, which did happen. We moved our 
airplanes to Canton Island. And they wanted to keep Canton Island because it's 
right on the equator, and if the Japanese had taken that island, there would be no 
more non-stop flights from our fields in the islands to Australia areas down 
through there where the Japanese were getting active down there, very active. 


08:00 
I: So Joe, once you moved out there, that was your last bid on Oahu? 


JW: Yeah, we left from Wheeler Field with our airplanes, put them on an aircraft 
carrier, small aircraft carrier, and moved down to Canton Island. 


I: What do you think December 7, 1941 should mean to us today? 


JW: Well, I think it means that we should use all of our resources to recognize 
that we're not invulnerable. What's going on in the Middle East at this time, 
could flood over into our country now. It's unlikely, but so was it unlikely that the 
Japanese would attack us at Pearl Harbor. And we have, of course, a much 
better handle on things now, but I don't think we have enough in terms of our 
own protection. We're doing a lot of work for other people, spending a lot of our 


money, and I'm not so dog gone sure that is all that worthwhile. 


10:28 
I: Did you lose any friends that day, any buddies? 


JW: No I didn't. Well, yes I did. I lost one of the aircrew and several pilots that 
were killed, but that was all. We were very fortunate, very fortunate. 


I: Have you been back to Oahu. 
JW: Yes. 
I: Have you gone out to the Arizona memorial? 


JW: Yes, you know what happened? I wanted to go to the memorial. We went 
out, we got to the boat, well not to the, to the walkway to go out, we got stopped 
right before we could go in, and the guy says, 'I can't let you in.’ Well, I told him 
all about what I knew about that, and he said, 'well, there's been too many 
people in here, and they need to clean up some and do this and that, and so 
we've closed.' So I never got to go into it. Never got to see it. I wanted to go 
into Hiccomb Field. We got to the guard gate, the guy says, ‘this is a base’, 
what's it used, a word that was, closed base anyway, and they wouldn't let me on 
the base, wouldn't let me go see anything. So, Ruth and I, my wife, we had to go 
back downtown, not see any of the things that we really felt the most feeling 
about. And the other thing was that going over the Poly wasn't like going over 
the Poly anymore either, so... 


12:41 
I: When did you last, when did you try to make that trip? 


JW: That was on the 50“ anniversary. Of Pearl Harbor. 
I: Well, I apologize you weren't able to make it on the Arizona. 


JW: No, we were, I was darn disappointed. I wanted to show my wife where I 
was and things like that, where my friend Jack King was over in Pearl Harbor. It 
was just a flub. And to see Honolulu, Waikiki, again, I don't care if I never see it 
again, because if people go over there now and Say this is Hawaii full of baloney. 
This is full of all the skyscrapers and things in town, skyscrapers all over the 
place, all along where Capilani Park and the beautiful coastline there, just filled 
with all that stuff. We went over to the big island, fortunately it wasn't too much 
scarred. We took a tour around the island, and Kay Ranch is still there, all these 
sort of things, it was pretty nice, pretty nice trip. We were able, of course, to get 
to see the volcano, the big ferns and tunnels of so on. It was nice, I liked it. 


14:42 
I: When you were trying to get on the Arizona, what did you hope to take away 
from that experience? 


JW: My feeling of course was remorse, a great deal of remorse about the whole 
thing. Actually, what I wanted to do- 


Pause 


16:12 
I: Okay, Joe, what did you hope to, what experience did you hope to get when you 
were preparing yourself to go out to the Arizona? 


JW: Well, I wanted my wife to see it, and I wanted to be there to really, I felt like 
I wanted to say something to the men that did not make it out of the Arizona. 
And I wanted to feel that we would not have any Arizonas again, to be caught 
unawares, and in a sense a needless war. Other things could have been settled 
in other ways, other than having to do a lot of damage to foe, and kill people, just 
doesn't ring. But then again, when I was there, I was just in the field of things 
and went right along with all the rest of the little fellows. We stood muster and 
did all kinds of things together, that was it. 


18:00 
I: What did you hope to say to those men who are inside the Arizona? What were 
those words? 


JW: I don't know that I could put it into words so much as to say that, a dirty 
rotten shame that they had to be killed, and before the world opened up to the 
fact that we were in a very dire situation, and I don't know, I just felt that, not 
long before that, I'd been over with Jack King walking around that very same 
vessel, and other ships around there and so on, and I'd never get a chance to see 
the Arizona again in that manner, so that was about all. 


19:15 

I: There are about a million and a half people who come to the Arizona memorial 
every year to learn about December 7", 1941. What would you say to those 
people as, what would you want them to take away from that experience, being 
someone who lived through it? 


JW: Well, I'd want them to understand that a lot of people gave their lives so that 
today they might have the kind of life that they have. And that you can't always 
trust the neighbors that you have in terms of, not just being associations in our 
daily lives, I'm not taking that kind of into consideration, but from countries, you 
don't know today, for instance, that the overflow in the Middle East couldn't 
come over in this direction. And for what purpose, and for who's egos and who's 
needs are things like this going on, it's ridiculous. And I think that, as far as I'm 
concerned, I'd like to see the countries understand and cooperate rather than 
fight and so on, and there's no reason in the world why they couldn't talk and 
work together and have the kind of associations that we could have sitting here 
right now, talking together, and not worrying about somebody stabbing you in 
the back or shooting you in the neck or trying to give you a different kind of 


religion or manner of living or whatever, you know. That's ridiculous. We don't 
have any reason to understand how come we got here in the first place. Even 
look at our bodies and wonder how the first thing got developed, we got Adam 
and Eve, but who, we call it G-d, that's the best way we can come up with, is to 
use a picture of where we are and call it G-d, and that's all I can say, that we go 
back to. It's kind of cynical in some ways to look at it in that way, but heck, I 
can't find any answers to it. 


22:11 
I: How did that day in 1941 change you? 


JW: It made a soldier out of me, it made a man out of me. It gave me an 
education of what's coming, what're we faced with now, and how are we going to 
handle it, where are we going, what do we have to do to prepare. We weren't 
prepared adequately, just like, for instance, when our aircraft took off that day 
and flew out looking for the Japanese and couldn't find them, and then coming 
back in the dark, and the whole island opening up on them and shooting at them 
as they came in. It was because they were fearful, unknown. Those things 
happened. They were afraid it were all gonna come, what's going on, how long 
are we going to live, what are we going to do during that time? Those are kinds 
of questions that don't come out by volume, they come out in little minor sayings 
in your head. 


23:43 

I: Joe, is there anything that I haven't asked you about that day in 1941 that you 
think is important to share, a detail that maybe I overlooked, or something that 
you didn't get a chance to talk about? 


JW: Gosh, I can't think of anything right off hand. I didn't know how this was 
going to go, in the first place. I didn't prepare anything. Just me, so what you 
got is what I am. 


I: Joe, I think you did an outstanding job. I personally appreciate you telling us 
your story, and I know the National Park Service is grateful to you as well. 


END OF TAPE 


